The Florida Legislature -
1992
A Year to Remember
Charles D. Williams, M.D.
1991-92 Legislative
Committee Chairman

The Legislative Committee ap-
preciated the hard work and
assistance by the FRS leader-
ship and members. The Com-
mittee was very active during
the 1991-92 year and many
hours of time were spent on
activities relating to legislation.
Items of concern included the
self-referral bill, activity on fee
caps, economic credentialling,
the 1.5% tax on private radio-
logical offices to fund indigent
care, etc.

This year was a very compli-
cated and difficult year legis|a-
tively and it was necessary to
acquire the services of a lobby-
ist, Bruce Culpepper, to assist
in the above activities. These
items were so important on a
national scale and affected our
radiological practices to such an
extent that ACR shared in the
expenses of the lobbyist. The
FRS is very appreciative of
ACR's financial assistance and
input from Mr, Tom Greeson
and Gary Price. Tom Greeson
is the legal counsel and Gary
Price is the lobbyist for the
ACR. '

FRS needs to continue to work
with the FMA in the future, but
we can no longer depend on
FMA to lobby for our specific
interests and concerns as

evidenced by the recent past.
This has been recognized
previously by other specialties
such as pediatrics, anesthesia,
pathology, etc. These special-
ties have had their own lobby-
ists for years. FRS had been
one of the few remaining spe-
cialties who have not had the
benefits of a lobbyist. It cer-
tainly became evident this year
that our specific needs cannot
be met and protected without
our own political representation
in Tallahassee.

It was recently pointed out by
the ACR Bulletin that the future
of radiology will depend on our
input into legislation on the
state level. The future is be-
coming more complicated with
the legislators wanting to place
fee caps on imaging services,
hospitals wanting to develop
economic credentialling, the
Governor wanting to tax our
offices, etc. It is important that
all of us on a ground roots level
become involved. lItis also
important that we continue to
have a lobbyist to stay informed
and alert us in advance of
potential activity relating to
Radiology before it occurs. We
need to have our input and
influence made in the hallways,
in the legislative offices, and in
the workshops before it be-
comes a bill and before it
reaches the floor. There may
be those who would say that we
can't afford a lobbyist and more
involvement, but actually, it
would be more costly in the
long run to our practices not to
have one. Just one adverse bill

could cost each radiologist
every year in the entire state
more than what we now contrib-
ute collectively toward one
lobbyist.

There may be some who might
say we're not doing enough.
We would encourage those to
become active. The FRS
needs everyone to be involved
financially and also through
their physical efforts. A few
radiologists this year have
spent many hours working on
these issues, but we need the
help of the entire membership
on these crucial matters.

Most radiologists may not be
aware that the work of the FRS
on most of these legislative
items began back in October
with meetings in Orlando in
October 1991, meetings in
Jacksonville in January 1992,
and meetings in Tampa on
several occasions. The legisla-
tive items were addressed in
the Capital in Tallahassee from
February through June on a
daily basis by Bruce Culpepper
and Nancy Stewart (FRS Lob-
byists), the Legislative Commit-
tee, Dr. Roy Maloy, and various
members of the FRS'’s Board.
We also had the services of
Tom Greeson, legal counsel for
ACR, and Gary Price, lobbyist
for ACR, who spent a week in
Tallahassee. Larry Muroff,
M.D., gave several well-deliv-
ered speeches and answered
questions from the Health Care
Committee chaired by Repre-
sentative Elaine Bloom. Other
radiologists who contributed this



HCFA May Refine Fee Schedule

The Health Care Financing
Administration held a five-day
meeting in May to identify and
discuss inaccuracies in the
Medicare physician fee sched-
ule. Participants were Medicare
carrier directors and represen-
tatives from physician specialty
groups.

In the meeting, held May 18-22
in Baltimore, MD, the relative
values for 913 CPT codes were
analyzed in a series of 24
separate sessions. The analy-
sis to identify inaccurate relative
values was conducted by sepa-
rate panels. The panels re-
viewed the comments HCFA
received from physician groups
on inaccuracies in the values
that were in the final HCFA rule
issued last fall.

“The process used for these
panels was different (not a
consensus) from what has been
used before and was separate
from the American Medical
Association Relative Value
Update Committee Process,”
said Neal Templeton of Bir-
mingham, AL, Chairman of the
American College of Radiology
Commission on Economics.

The results of the individual
panels will be discussed and
finalized in July. Refinements
identified by the panels will be
published in the Federal Regis-
ter in September or October
and will be effective January,
1998.

(Excerpt from June 1992 ACR Bulletin)

Thanks to the Florida Radiology
Business Managers’ Association (RBMA)

Many thanks to Elaine Sarbeck,
1992-93 President of Florida
RBMA, and to the members of
the RBMA who have contrib-
uted their time and efforts
during the 1992 legislative
session.

On the last day of the last
session (June 30, 1992), the
FRS Executive Director's Office
was notified of a temporary
restraining order regarding the
designated health services fee
schedule contained in the
Patient’'s Self-Referral Act. The
fee schedule was to take affect
on July 1st.

Ms. Sarbeck and the members
of the RBMA assisted this office
and the FRS by establishing a
“telephone tree” whereby each
member she called was re-
quested to call at least five
other members, etc. until we
were assured all offices were
notified by telephone. Written
notification, of course, followed.
Without their help, many offices
may have implemented new fee
schedules unnecessarily on
July 1st.

Thank you RBMA!!

FRS Winter Meeting

Keep your calendar open! The
1993 FRS Winter Meeting,
“Clinical MRI,” is scheduled to
be held January 30-February 6,
1993, in Vail, Colorado. A
brochure announcing the
course will be sent to you
shortly. In the interim, if you
require further information,
please contact the Committee
on Educational Symposia at
800-338-5901.

FMA Resolution on
Interpretation of
Radiologic Diagnostic
Studies

A resolution asking the FMA to
encourage hospital medical
staffs to not require an inde-
pendent interpretation of a
radiologic diagnostic study
when the interpretation does
not contribute to the manage-
ment of the case was discussed
at the 1992 FMA Annual Meet-
ing. The Reference Committee
heard much testimony against
the proposal and recommended
against the adoption of the
resolution, primarily due to
efforts of FRS President, Rich-
ard Cavanagh.

The FMA House of Delegates
accepted the recommendation
of the Reference Committee
and voted to defeat the resolu-
tion. Rumors are, however, that
the sponsors of the resolution
intend to try again.



Miami; L. W. Martin, Sebring; H.
B. McEuen, Jacksonville; Cyril J.
Marshall, Sanford; J. N. Moore,
Ocala; F. J. Payton, Miami
Beach; J. A. Pines, Orlando;
Gerard Raap, Miami; W. McL.
Shaw, Jacksonville; Walter
Weed, Orlando; and Howard V.
Weems, Sebring.

The Society has met twice each
year, the spring meeting held in
conjunction with the annual
meeting of the Florida Medical
Association. At that time
business sessions have been
held, and officers have been
elected for the coming year.
Also, a fall meeting has been
held regularly at some
convenient place.

The original plan of having
informal round table
discussions, reviewing
interesting roentgenograms
supplied by the members and
discussing methods and results
of radiation therapy has been
followed. The practice has
contributed greatly to the
development of the Society into
a body of high ranking
roentgenologists which
compares most favorably with
similar state organizations.

At the business sessions we
have discussed our problems in
practice and have appointed
committees to work with the
national organizations, the state
association and the American
Medical Association. We have
helped to build up the standards
of our work until we are now
recognized as physicians and
consultants in our line, as are

the practitioners in other
branches of medicine and
surgery, and not merely as
technicians to be disregarded
and shoved around by the other
specialties.

Itis fitting at this time, just after
the fiftieth anniversary of the
discovery of the roentgen ray by
Wilhelm Konrad von Roentgen,
to review the work and progress
of the Society, and we are happy
to find that we have made
steady advancement. Eleven
new members have been
added. There are now 2
honorary members, 1 member
has resigned, and 1 is on the
inactive list. Four associate
members also have been
added.

We are grieved because of the
loss by death of 6 of the chapter
members: Drs. Robert Baldwin,
Tampa; Cyril J. Marshall,
Sanford, James M. Hoffman,
Pensacola; J. A. Herring, St.
Petersburg; Charles D.
Cleghom, Miami: and bundy
Allen, Tampa. At the present
time we have 25 active
members, 1 inactive member, 2
honorary members and 4
associate members.

Since the war has ended, a
number of physicians have
located in Florida to practice
Roentgenology. We welcome
them to our state and give them
a hearty invitation to join the
Society so that we may all work
together to make and keep our
organization the best in the
brotherhood of roentgen
societies. To this task we

pledge our wholehearted
support.

100 E. Central Avenue.

Read before the Fifteenth Annual Spring
Meeting of the Florida Radiological
Society, Jacksonville, April 21, 1946.

Printed in the Journal of the Florida
Medical Association, Volume XXXIII,
Number 3, September 1946.

Dr. del Regato Wins
Award

JuanA. del Regato, M.D., has
received the Distinguished
Service Award from the Florida
Radiological Society at the
Spring 1995 meeting in St.
Petersburg, Florida, May 20,
1995. Dr. del Regato was
commended for his contribu-
tions to Diagnostic and Thera-
peutic Radiology, specifically for
leadership in his specialty of
Radiation Oncology. Dr. del
Regato has led in treatment
techniques, equipment design,
the education of his peers, and
in the education of the commu-
nity regarding cancer and its
treatment by Radiology.















